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H I S T O R Y O F C A N A D A . 

from France, August 5, 1689, that the terrible massacre by the Iroquois, 
narrated in all Canadian histories, occurred at Lachine. 

A month or so before this, France had declared war on England 
as a sequel to the dethronement in the latter country of James II . and 
the accession of William of Orange, and Frontenac made it his first duty 
on arriving in Canada to organize attacks on the neighbouring English 
colonies. The massacre at Lachine was outdone by a massacre by 
French and Indians at Schenectady, and two or three other raids of 
similar character were successfully carried out. Frontenac counted 
on the effect which these movements against the English would have 
on the minds of the Iroquois enemies of the colony, and they certainly 
tended to impress the natives with a sense of his power. Nevertheless 
when he sent envoys to those savages they were treated with great 
severity, two being burned and one soundly 
beaten and then handed over to the Englishl 
as a prisoner. 

The English colonists were not dis­
posed to remain passive under these 
attacks. In May, 1690, an expedition un­
der the command of Sir William Phipps, 
a native of what is now the state of Maine, 
who, for certain naval services, had earn­
ed a knighthood from King James II., 
sailed from Nova Scotia, and took posses­
sion of Port Royal and other forts and 
settlements in that r e g i o n . With a 
greatly increased force, some thirty-two 
ships in all and over two thousand men, 
he set sail for Quebec in full expectation 
of capturing that fortress and making an 
end of French power in North America. I 
The expedition proved a disastrous failureB 
and involved the people of Boston in a 

very heavy financial loss. The opinion of Bishop Laval nevertheless 
was that if the fleet, which was greatly detained by contrary winds in 
its passage up the St. Lawrence, had arrived only a week earlier Quebec 
would have fallen. 

The remaining years of Frontenac's second administration were 
marked by border warfare and negotiations with Indian allies and 
enemies. There were no serious attacks by the Iroquois in the colony 
in his time. In fact he established a general peace which was solemnly 
ratified a few years later. On the 28th November, 1698, he died. 

During the remainder of the French regime the history of Canada 
was not marked by any very important events. The war of the Spanish 
Succession, into which England was drawn, caused a renewal of war on 
the Canadian frontier, two of the principal incidents being the massacres 
of English colonists at Deerfield and Haverhill in Massachusetts (1708). 
In the summer of 1711 a powerful expedition was despatched against 
Quebec by way of the St. Lawrence under the command of Sir Hovenden 
Walker. Had this force reached Quebec it was amply sufficient to 
overpower any opposition that could have been made to it, but the 


